
Shape Your City

Burien Now & 2044
Burien 2044—what would it be like to live, work, play, and 
shop in Burien in 2044?

The City of Burien is re-imagining the long-term future 
of our city through a coordinated planning effort called 
Shape Your City. The initiative combines major updates 
to the Comprehensive Plan, a new Transportation Master 
Plan (TMP), and an update to the Parks, Recreation and 
Open Space Plan (PROS). The Comprehensive Plan is the 
primary plan that guides and is supported by system plans 
like the TMP and PROS, as well as by other City plans and 
development regulations.

Burien is a city with over 52,000 residents as of 2020. From 
2020–2044, the city is anticipated to add almost 19,000 
new residents in 7,500 new households! And another 
4,770 jobs in that same time! This is over 36% in growth.

What will be in the Burien Comprehensive Plan Update?
The Burien Comprehensive Plan is required to be updated by December 2024 to meet the Growth 
Management Act requirements. The Update will amend all plan elements—equity, land use, community 
character, housing, transportation, utilities, parks, stormwater, capital facilities, economic development,  
environmental sustainability, and others. The Update will incorporate the TMP and PROS Plans. The Update 
will also include Urban Center code amendments, zoning amendments to promote neighborhood centers 
and more housing types. An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will test different alternatives for growing 
in Burien and identify natural and built environment impacts and mitigation measures. Examples of how the 
Update ensures the plan benefits the whole community include ideas in the table below.

Shape Your City!

It’s vital that community voice 
guides these important planning 
processes. 

Visit the Shape Your City hub to sign up 
for notifications, leave comments, take 
surveys, and find out more: https://connect.
burienwa.gov/projects/shape-your-city/. 
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	 Plan Topics	 Plan Opportunities

	– What types of homes are located in which neighborhoods—single family, 
accessory dwellings, townhomes, multiplexes, apartments, etc.

	– Housing for all incomes & special needs.

Affordable  
Housing

	– Local walkable destinations to shops & 
community shopping opportunities at 
neighborhood commercial nodes.

	– Opportunities for business formation. 

	– Locations for services, industry, office, & 
other employment types.

Shopping, 
Businesses, & Jobs

	– Improved sidewalks, bike lanes, etc.

	– Locations & funding for park & recreation facilities.
Healthy Lifestyles 
& Youth Activities

	– Quality of police services & fire/emergency services.

	– Design of buildings & public spaces for people-centered, active spaces.

	– Street, lighting, pedestrian, & bicycle safety improvements.

Safety 

	– Development standards protecting water quality, trees, etc.

	– Climate adaptation & greenhouse gas reductions per person.
Protecting the 
Environment

	– Design guidelines for new buildings to reflect pedestrian-friendly 
character, landscaping, connections to streets & parking areas.

Community  
Character

Community 
Visioning

Fall 2022

Preliminary Urban 
Center Code 
Development

Spring 2023

Preferred 
Alternative 
& Final EIS

Winter/Spring 2024

Summer/Fall 2024

Final Plan 
Development 

& Adoption

Summer 2023
Draft Plan & Draft 

EIS Comment Period

Winter 2023
Preliminary Plan 

Development & EIS

Comprehensive Plan:	 Provides a vision, goals, policies, and a coordinated land use 
policy consistent with state and regional laws.

System Plans: 
Support Comp Plan 
with infrastructure 
and programs.

Ex:	 Transportation Master Plan 
Parks, Recreation, & Open 
Space Plan

Other Supporting 
Plans: Provide 
strategies and 
support Comp Plan.

Ex:	 Housing Action Plan 
Climate Action Plan

Implementation: 
Rules and permits 
consistent with 
Comp Plan.

Ex:	 Development 
Regulations—Zoning, 
Subdivision, Critical Areas

Shape Your City
Community voices guiding

Burien’s future

https://connect.burienwa.gov/projects/shape-your-city/
https://connect.burienwa.gov/projects/comprehensive-plan-update/
https://connect.burienwa.gov/projects/comprehensive-plan-update/
https://connect.burienwa.gov/projects/transportation-master-plan/
https://connect.burienwa.gov/projects/transportation-master-plan/
https://connect.burienwa.gov/projects/parks-recreation-and-open-space-plan-update/
https://connect.burienwa.gov/projects/parks-recreation-and-open-space-plan-update/
https://www.burienwa.gov/residents/burien_s_vision/comprehensive_plan
https://connect.burienwa.gov/projects/shape-your-city/
https://connect.burienwa.gov/projects/shape-your-city/
https://connect.burienwa.gov/projects/transportation-master-plan/
https://connect.burienwa.gov/projects/parks-recreation-and-open-space-plan-update/
https://connect.burienwa.gov/projects/parks-recreation-and-open-space-plan-update/
https://www.burienwa.gov/business/community_development/planning_initiatives/burien_housing_action_plan
https://www.burienwa.gov/city_hall/areas_of_focus/environment/climate_action_plan


Shape Your City

Burien by the Numbers

Race
Burien’s community is rich with 
cultural, racial, and linguistic diversity. 
From 2010 to 2020 there was a shift 
toward greater diversity where no single 
racial/ethnic group comprises more 
than 50% of the population. Persons of 
color make up 55% of the population, 
and the white population makes up 
45% of the population.  Top languages 
spoken at home include English, Spanish, 
Vietnamese, Somali, Amharic, and others.

Age & Households
Compared to the County, Burien has lower proportions 
of residents ages 20–49 and higher proportions of 
residents aged 50+ and school-aged children (0–19). 
Burien has higher concentrations of households in their 
30s—typical family-building ages—reflected in the 
increase of children. Burien has also seen an increase in 
adults aged in their 60s and 70s. 

	f Households with people under 18:  
32% (+3% above the county)

	f Households with people over 65:  
29% (+6% above the county)

	f Average household size:  
 2.59 (+4% since 2010) 19,235

Households

Couple,
No Children Couple,

with Children

Single
Parents

Single Adult(s)
Older Adults Living

Alone (65+)

31%

22%

5%

31%

11%

Burien 
Households

(2020)

Income & Poverty
The 2020 median household income in Burien is $71,233. This is 28% lower than in King County 
overall. About 12.2% of Burien’s population are in poverty, +4.6% above the King County rate.

Jobs
Burien has about 12,500 jobs, mostly service (55%), retail (17%), education and government (14%), as well 
as construction (7%), industrial (4%), and finance/real estate (3%). Most jobs are in Downtown or along the 
1st Avenue Corridor. The City will need to attract another 4,800 jobs over 20 years. 

Housing

Housing Stock

As of 2020, Burien’s housing stock is predominantly a mix of single family homes (61% of units) and 
multifamily buildings (34% of units), with a small number of duplexes, multiplexes, or other housing types.

Overall, a little over half (55%) of households live in ownership housing while 45% live in rental housing.

Cost Burden & Rates of Homeownership 

Cost burden is a pervasive challenge in Burien, reflective of statewide trends. Twenty-one percent 
(21%) of households spend 30% or more of their monthly income toward housing costs and another 
17% spend over half. Cost burden rates are particularly high among Burien’s renter households. Black, 
Indigenous, People of Color (BIPOC) residents in Burien are much more likely to be renters and, thus, are 
much more likely to be cost-burdened.

Comparing 2020 homeownership rates with 2010, gaps in racial disparities have widened over the 
past decade. While White and Asian residents have experienced gains in homeownership, other groups 
have remained stagnant or decreased in ownership rates.

Addressing Housing Challenges

Small lot single family TownhousesDuplex Small Apartment 
Building

Apartments & 
Mixed Uses

In the Comprehensive Plan, Burien will provide housing opportunities for all household sizes, ages, and 
needs. Adding more affordable housing is also a priority—“missing middle” housing types like townhomes 
and multiplexes can add ownership opportunities for all households. The Comprehensive Plan Housing 
Element will address racially disparate impacts of past plans and how to meet affordable and special 
housing needs (HB 1220). The City is also implementing its Housing Action Plan with new zoning standards 
starting with the Ambaum and Boulevard Park neighborhoods.
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Other alone
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander alone
Asian alone
American Indian or Alaskan Native alone
Black alone

Hispanic or Latino of any race

Two or more

White alone
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10%
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21%

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session Laws/House/1220-S2.SL.pdf?q=20221002153009
https://cdn5-hosted.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11045935/Image/Business/Building & Construction/Burien-Housing-Action-Plan-2021.pdf
https://www.burienwa.gov/business/community_development/planning_initiatives/ambaum_and_boulevard_park_community_plans

