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From top to bottom, left to right: Green Burien Day participants learn how to plant indigenous plants at Hilltop Park from Partner in Employment Youth Restoration
Training Crew members; Burien Green Teen interns creating woven plant art in the Salmon Creek Ravine; Newly planted street tree; Washington Conservation Corps
Crew members standing at the bottom of the former landslide site at Seahurst Park where they weeded and added indigenous plants to stabilize the slope; Sharks in
Restoration intern talks about plants indigenous to Burien at Earth Day event with support from Environmental Science Center staff; Parks maintenance crew
members pruning sidewalk shrubs. Cover image: Volunteers at Green Burien Day 2023. (Cover and top left photo: Charissa Soriano. All other photos: City of Burien)
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Overview

The Green Burien Partnership’s vision is to have a healthy urban forest supporting — and supported by — an aware and
engaged community. The Green Burien Partnership’s mission is to engage the community in enhancing and maintaining

a healthy, sustainable urban forest in order to increase quality of life, mitigate climate change at the local level, and
protect Burien’s valuable natural resources for current and future generations to enjoy. The Green Burien Partnership
leads with environmental justice with the understanding that it’s our responsibility to shift the story around access to
green spaces while we improve them. It is through relationship building and partnership that this work is possible. This
work is guided by the Green Burien Partnership Urban Forest Stewardship Plan.

GOAL #1

Invest in restoration and
maintenance efforts in
EEXEREY of forested

parkland and natural areas
within the city.

GOAL #4

Engage community Forest
Stewards order to enhance
the urban forest.

GOAL #2

(NIA¢=EHN canopy cover [igeliy
30% to 40% by 2038 by
planting and caring for trees
and centering equitable
distribution of trees across
the entire city.

GOAL #5

Build an inclusive partnership
that encourages participation
from a diverse network of
individuals, families, schools,
businesses, and nonprofits
centering equity to be
accessible to the diverse
Burien community.

GOAL #3

Create a Partnership where
Burien’s will be
actively and adaptively
managed, with a vision of
continuing this practice
beyond 2038.

GOAL #6

Achieve a stable and
sustainable funding source
for long-term success.

Understanding

Our Goals

How big is Approximately 247 American football fields or 1/8 the size of
Sea-Tac Airport.

What is Imagine you are a bird flying over a city (or a human in an
airplane) in the summer months. As you look down on your city, what percentage of
the ground is covered (obscured from view) by trees? That amount is called the
“canopy cover” of an area.

What is an All trees and vegetation in the city of Burien. This includes
trees and vegetation along streets, in parks, and on private property.
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What We Did

Two of the goals of the partnership are to invest in restoration and
maintenance efforts in the 326 acres of forested parkland and natural
areas within the city and to increase the canopy cover to 40% by 2038.

To achieve these goals, we need to plant trees and associated
understory plants across the entire city.

In 2023 we planted:

e 800 trees
o Thisis almost eight times more trees than we planted
in 2022!

Salmon Creek Park Forest Steward and volunteer planting
o 1,060 shrubs and groundcovers plants purchased from the Burien Neighborhood Grants
Program. (Photo: City of Burien)

Building healthy forests takes more than simply planting more trees, shrubs, and groundcovers. We also need to
maintain the existing trees and plants within the city. Part of this work is to assess and inventory publicly owned trees to
protect people and property while preserving the benefits provided by trees. Another part of this work is to remove
weeds that threaten indigenous plants in Burien’s forests.
e Approximately 1,500 trees assessed and inventoried across public
and private property — including 101 unique tree species.
e 35 volunteer events (about three volunteer events per month!).
e 145,000 square feet of weeds removed.
e 28,400 square feet of woodchip mulch spread.
e 510,000 square feet enrolled in restoration.
e 15 parks and schools with active restoration sites.
e 925 plants watered — as the climate changes even indigenous plants
need help to get established and thrive.
e 54 tree ivy survival rings created — ivy competes with indigenous
plants for resources and can kill trees. It can even act like a sail and

increase the likelihood of a tree blowing over in a storm.

Large Douglas-fir tree at Dottie Harper Park with an ivy

survival ring created by a Forest Steward.
(Photo: Beth McCasland)

GREEN BURIEN PARTNERSHIP 2023 ANNUAL REPORT | 4



Private property is an important component of the urban forest, with residential properties accounting for over half of
the land use in Burien. The clean air, water, and urban cooling of private trees extends beyond property lines to benefit
people across the City. The Green Burien Partnership is a collaborative effort that requires the understanding and
investment of Burien residents.

e 46 tree-related permits on private property. . ot “’
e Approximately 160 trees retained and protected during Hey Burien.did you know \-

tree permits are now required for
many tree removals, topp ing, and
some pruning in the city?

development. "\

e During development 184 trees have been permitted to be
removed and 212 will be planted.

e Mailed 11,661 postcards (in English, Spanish, and

Vietnamese) to raise awareness of new regulations.

e Six Burien Environmental News email newsletters sent. Ka
. {2 Chao cd dén Buries  vi 6 bigt ring gid day, chi <6 gidy phép xd ly c&:
e Attended 12 community events to talk about the Green PP < i oo e i chat s, tanigon va mor 5 cang i xé i cy rang 1 phe?

Burien Partnership.

Educational postcard from the City of Burien about Burien tree

i Appr0X|mate|y 60 hours of tree-related questions answered permits containing information in English, Spanish, and Vietnamese.

(outside of the permit application process).

- We need help from every property owner to ensure Burien's trees and forest remain healthy!

Where We Did It

The Green Burien Forest Stewardship Plan identified areas of the city
with LAEIRTIGEEL[3A due to a combination of factors such as social
marginalization, disease, pollution, and natural hazards.

Social Vulnerability
relates to the circumstances of a

person or community that affect
This data was used to prioritize sites for the Green Burien Partnership their capacity to anticipate,

work to ensure that we engage all of Burien including the most
economically and racially diverse communities in an equitable manner
across the city.

confront, repair, and recover from
the effects of a disaster. Some
examples of factors that might
Partnership investment in all of Burien’s communities including low- affect a person’s social vulnerability
income, ethnically diverse communities with members of all ages to include socioeconomic status,
build community relationships, repair harm, foster growth, and provide
career training to invest in the success of our community long term.

household composition, minority
status, and vehicle access.
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The Green Burien Partnership’s vision is to have a healthy urban
forest supporting — and supported by — an aware and engaged
community. We lead with environmental justice with the
understanding that it is our responsibility to shift the story
around access to green spaces while we improve them. It is
through relationship building and partnership that this work is

possible.

The Green Burien Partnership is made possible through the
support of City of Burien staff, partner organizations, Burien
community members and businesses, and hundreds of
volunteers. In 2023, 8,100 hours of work was donated by
community members and partner organization staff, nearly

triple the number of hours from 2022!

Partner in Employment Youth Restoration Training Crew member

introducing Green Burien Day at Hilltop Park. Green Burien

Partnership and Partner in Employment staff members watching her

speak. (Photo: Charissa Soriano)

The Green Burien Partnership is a cross-departmental collaboration within the City of Burien government. Staff from
the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services (PaRCS), Public Works, Community Development departments and the
Communications Division all work together to plan and implement the work. Departments collaborate on all urban
forestry and vegetation-related issues including technical best management practices, regulations, environmental
justice, community engagement, and partnership with subject matter experts.

To date, 18 partner organizations have worked to create and implement the Green Burien Partnership plan. Many
partner organizations have written and received grant funding to do this work. We could not do this work without all
our incredible partners. Thank you so much to all of the organizations and their staff who make this partnership
possible.

Amigos Latinos de Burien
Birds Connect Seattle
DirtCorps

EarthCorps

Environmental Science Center
Forterra

Highline School District

King Conservation District
King County

Mountains to Sound
Greenway Trust

Para Los Nifios

Partner in Employment

Port of Seattle

The Shark Garden

Washington Conservation Corps

Washington Environmental
Action

Washington State Department
of Natural Resources

White Center Foodbank

Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust Crew
member planting trees in the Salmon Creek
Ravine. (Photo: City of Burien)
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To build an equitable program, we have paid opportunities for
both youth and adults to engage in the Green Burien Partnership.

LEFT: Burien Green
Teen interns learn

about animal scat
Paid Forest Stewards adopt a park where they do environmental

restoration work on their own and by hosting community
volunteer events.

from Mountains to
Sound Greenway
trust educators in
Salmon Creek Ravine.

In 2023, the Green Burien Partnership offered two different paid (Photo: City of Burien)

internship programs to Highline School District high schoolers
where they learned about environmental restoration, plants,
green careers, and more.

e 4 Paid Forest Stewards

e 25 paid student intern positions

Volunteer Forest Stewards adopt a park where they do environmental restoration work on their own and by hosting
community volunteer events. Green Burien Partnership volunteers and forest stewards removed thousands of
square feet of weeds, and planted and cared for hundreds of plants in 2023.

e 12 volunteer forest stewards

e 300+ community volunteers

The City of Burien partnered with the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust, DirtCorps, and King Conservation District
to organize and implement the second year of the Burien Green Teens internship program.

All youth are current Highline School District high schoolers. The program was 50 hours long and engaged 11 youth,
nine new interns and two returning teaching assistant interns. Programming took place in Salmon Creek Ravine,
Lake Burien Park, Burien Community Center, Seahurst Park, and at the White Center Food Bank. Youth learned
about a wide range of environmental topics including urban forest restoration, salmon habitat recovery,
environmental justice, responsible recreation, landscape architecture, forest bathing, and more. They chatted with
local professionals including City staff who shared life and career experiences to offer different post-high-school
paths for the youth.

Many of the youth shared that this program was an opportunity to receive access to green spaces in a way they
hadn’t before. Many of them live in apartments without yards and near parks often perceived as less safe. The youth
are excited to have an opportunity to take steps towards environmental justice during and after the program. One
student shared that they “learned how to connect with nature by learning how the forest contributes with our
ecosystem. The best part of my experience was doing restoration on the forest because it felt like | was helping the
forest. I learned how to identify the native and introduced plants.” Another student described the program as
“nothing but exquisite”.
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All Burien Green Teens youth interns received:

$1,200-$1,500 stipend

Hiking boots, work pants, work shirts, hat, and raincoat

Backpack with field gear and hand tools to perform restoration work
Daily meals from local restaurants

Connection to future paid programming

ANENENENEN

In the Spring of 2023, we onboarded five new Paid Forest Stewards for the Green Burien Partnership. We recognize
that not everyone is able to provide unpaid volunteer labor. The Paid Forest Steward program helps more
community members take ownership of their local parks and green spaces.

These five individuals applied and were selected from over 20 applicants to be the first cohort of Paid Forest
Stewards within the Green Burien Partnership. These Paid Forest Stewards will receive $4,600 between April 2023
and April 2025 to complete restoration work and host environmental stewardship events at their designated park.
Each Paid Forest Steward will work on their own at their park and also invite neighbors and friends to a minimum of
two volunteer restoration events per year.

Paid Forest Stewards are working at Hilltop Park, Arbor Lake Park, Salmon Creek Park, and Salmon Creek Ravine. The
Paid Forest Stewards each live in the neighborhood of their designated park. Funding for this pilot program is
provided by King Conservation District.

In preparation of Green Burien Day, EarthCorps, and Partner in
Employment training crews joined together at Hilltop Park in October
to continue maintenance work within the restoration area. The crews
removed weeds that were growing back and threatening the health of
the hundreds of young plants that have been installed from 30,000
square feet of the restoration site over the last three years.

Then, on October 21, we kicked off the 2023 planting season with
Green Burien Day. Over 45 volunteers, partner organization staff, and
City of Burien staff planted more than 200 trees and shrubs indigenous
to our region! This year’s Green Burien Day was a true restoration
PARTY thanks to live music from Eli Rosenblatt and his band.
Volunteers and staff all wrapped up Green Burien Day by enjoying
lunch together at the park with sandwiches and spring rolls from Pho
Liu in Burien.

Volunteers planting indigenous plants at Hilltop park
during Green Burien Day 2023. (Photo: City of Burien)

This event was made possible through the collaboration of our partners, EarthCorps, Partner in Employment, and
King Conservation District. The site has transformed significantly since work began in 2021, it is starting to look like a
young, healthy forest!

To celebrate Earth Day 2023, staff from DirtCorps, Environmental Science Center, EarthCorps, and the City of Burien
gathered at Salmon Creek Park to celebrate with the Sharks in Restoration high-school interns. This event was the
culmination of the New Start high-schoolers 6-week internship with DirtCorps and the Environmental Science
Center. Interns were paid for the 6-week after-school program to learn about environmental restoration, indigenous
plants, environmental justice, community organizing, and green careers. During the celebratory event on Earth Day,
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interns led over 40 volunteers and staff to remove 1,500 square feet of weedy blackberry and spread bark mulch in
the area cleared of blackberry. The interns also taught the group about indigenous plants found at the park planted
by the first cohort of Sharks in Restoration interns in the fall of 2022.

Burien Earth Gay

In September, the Green Burien Partnership hosted the
first Burien Earth Gay event. The event was a
collaborative effort put on by one of the Salmon Creek
Ravine Forest Stewards, Washington Conservation
Action, and Birds Connect Seattle at Salmon Creek
Ravine.

Groups in the Puget Sound have been hosting Earth Gay
events since 2012 to create a welcoming space in the
outdoors for members of the LGBTQIA+ community and
their allies.

At the first-ever Burien Earth Gay event this year, 28
volunteers joined together to learn about plants and
birds in the ravine and remove 600 square feet of ivy and
ten gallons of garbage.

Volunteers and partner organization staff gathering around a pride flag at
the Earth Gay event in the Salmon Creek Ravine. (Photo: City of Burien)

MLK Day of Service

On January 14, the Green Burien Partnership celebrated the MLK Day of Service at Arbor Lake Park with volunteers
from Amigos Latinos de Burien as well as other volunteers from Burien and United Way of King County.

Twenty-nine volunteers picked up litter, dug up 800 square feet of former lawn to plant 66 indigenous trees and
shrubs in, and mulched the freshly planted forest. Plants were strategically planted to close the social trail leading to
the lake. Funding for this project was obtained by the Amigos Latinos de Burien from a Port of Seattle South King
County Fund grant.
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Green Burien Partnership Funding Breakdown

m City of Burien one-time funds
City of Burien staff time

m City of Burien on-going funds

B Donated time

B Donated materials

It cost approximately $624,000 to manage and implement the Green Burien Partnership in 2023, and 95% of the entire
cost was covered by in-kind donations and existing staff time:

e 48% = VALUE OF DONATED TIME: 8,100 hours of time donated by volunteers and partner organization staff.

e 31% = VALUE OF STAFF TIME: City of Burien staff time to manage and implement the Green Burien Partnership.
This includes the salary of the Urban Forest Planner in the Community Development Department, one quarter of
the Green Burien Partnership Recreation Coordinator’s salary in the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services
Department (PaRCS), and a portion of the PaRCS and Public Works’ maintenance crews’ time.

e 16% = VALUE OF PARTNER DONATIONS: Materials and stipends donated by partner organizations. This includes
plants, stipends, mulch, food, tools, and other materials.

o 3% = ONGOING CITY FUNDING: Allocated by the City for the Green Burien Partnership for contracted tree care
and Miller/Walker basin stewardship work provided by King County.

e 2% = ONE-TIME CITY FUNDING: Allocated by the City for the Green Burien Partnership from the PaRCS
department and through the Community Development Department’s Neighborhood Grants Program.

When the canopy coverage in Burien was last measured in 2017, the ecosystem benefits for
Burien’s urban forest were valued at $1,053,800 annually. This means the trees in Burien save

the City and community members $1,053,800 every year by cleaning the air, storing carbon,
and capturing stormwater.
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What's to come in 2024

O Continued centering of our work in environmental O Expanded volunteer- and belonging-centered
justice stewardship events and learning opportunities
including the second annual Burien Earth Gay and
O Continued planting across all active restoration sites Latino Conservation Week events.
O Continuation of Burien Green Teens and other paid O Improved tracking of citywide tree removal and
high school internship programs maintenance
O Expansion of school year paid after school programs O Exploration of a Burien tree giveaway event
centering youth farthest from access to green
spaces O Share Green Burien program models throughout
the region

O Hiring new Paid and Volunteer Forest Stewards
focused on engaging their local neighborhood O Update canopy cover assessment

O Weeding new areas to expand restoration sites

How to Get and Stay Involved

To achieve the goals and vision of the Green Burien Partnership Urban

Call before you cut!

iLlame antes de podar! w ay goi dién trudc khi cat!

Forest Stewardship Plan, we need collective buy-in and collaboration from
Burien’s residents, businesses, workers, and City departments and leaders.
Learn more about ways you can get involved at burienwa.gov/GreenBurien

and stay involved by signing up for our Environmental newsletter! S 5

(206) 2'H1-+6%

[={1§ (=g burienwa.gov/TreeRegulations
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