Critical Area Summary Sheet

FISH AND WILDLIFE
HABITAT CONSERVATION
AREAS (FWHCAS)

What are Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas?

Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas (FWHCAs) are aquatic and terrestrial
habitats necessary to sustain plants and animals. FWHCAs include areas associated with
state or federally listed species, streams, and locally important habitats and species (like
Great Blue Heron rookeries), among other areas.

Why are they important? FWHCAs are one of the five types of critical

areas that are required to be protected under
FWHCAs are important to maintain the Growth Management Act.
populations of species in suitable habitats

within their natural range. Sustaining fish and wildlife supports ecosystem integrity and
functions, as well as economic, cultural, and societal values.

How are they currently protected?

FWHCAs in Burien are protected by zoning regulations, which limit the types of activities
that are allowed within and adjacent to such areas. Some types of FWHCASs require
buffers to prevent development impacts on regulated species or habitats. Buffer widths
vary based on the sensitivity of the FWHCA and the intensity of the activity proposed.
Burien addresses stream regulations separately from FWHCAs, but Washington State
considers streams to be a type of FWHCA. Streams are currently protected with buffers,
which are based on stream classifications using the state’s water typing system.

Critical area regulations are in
Chapter 19.40—Critical Areas of

the Burien Municipal Code.
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