Critical Area Summary Sheet

FREQUENTLY FLOODED
AREAS (FFAS)

What are Frequently Flooded Areas?

Frequently Flooded Areas (FFAs) are lands in floodplains that have (at least) a one
percent chance of flooding in a year (i.e., the “100-year flood area”), or areas that may
flood due to high groundwater. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
maps these areas. FFAs generally occur near streams, lakes, and coastal areas. In Burien,
most of the FFAs are located along the Puget Sound shoreline.

Why are they important? FFAs are one of the five types of critical areas
that are required to be protected under the
FFAs are protected to promote public health Growth Management Act.

and safety, to prevent damage to property
from flood events, and to maintain ecosystem processes and functions.

How are they currently protected?

FFAs in Burien are protected by zoning regulations that control activities, which have the
potential to alter storage, conveyance, magnitude, and velocity of flood waters.
Additionally, development within FFAs must comply with the building and construction
regulations in Burien Municipal Code, Chapter 15.55—Flood Damage Prevention.

Critical area regulations are in
Chapter 19.40—Critical Areas of

the Burien Municipal Code.
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