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What are Geologically Hazardous Areas?

Geologically Hazardous Areas are areas susceptible to erosion, sliding, earthquakes, or
other geological events. In Burien, these include the following:

= Erosion hazard areas
= lLandslide hazard areas
= Seismic hazard areas (e.g., areas at risk from liquefaction or tsunamis)

Why are they important? Geologically Hazardous Areas are one of the five
types of critical areas that are required to be
Geologically Hazardous Areas are necessary protected under the Growth Management Act.

to consider during urban planning and
development to protect public health and safety from hazards. Naturally vegetated
geologically hazardous areas—like those along the Puget Sound shoreline in Burien—
also provide a range of important ecosystem functions, such as providing wildlife habitat
and wildlife movement corridors and improving water quality.

How are they currently protected?

Geologically Hazardous Areas in Burien are protected by zoning regulations, which limit
the types of activities that are allowed on or adjacent to these areas. Regulatory
protections for Geologically Hazardous Areas include buffers/setbacks, erosion control
and stormwater management. Site-specific studies may be required to understand the
stability of an area. Additionally, development within seismic hazard areas must comply
with the building and construction regulations in Burien Municipal Code, Chapter
15.55—Construction Codes.
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Critical area regulations are in
Chapter 19.40—Critical Areas of

the Burien Municipal Code.
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