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What are Wetlands? 

Wetlands are areas where water saturates the ground long enough to influence 
vegetation and soil conditions. In some wetlands, water ponds above the surface of the 
soil year-round, while other wetlands dry up seasonally. Plants that grow in wetlands are 
called hydrophytes. They are adapted to growing in the unique conditions caused by 
regular, prolonged saturation. Wetlands include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar 
areas. 

Why are they important? 

Wetlands are protected because they provide 
critical environmental functions and values. 
Wetlands maintain and improve water quality, reduce damaging flood flows, and provide 
important habitat for fish and wildlife. Wetlands also provide clean cool groundwater to 
support stream flows. 

How are they currently protected? 

Wetlands in Burien are protected by zoning regulations, which limit the types of 
activities that are allowed within or adjacent to these areas. Wetland buffers are areas 
next to wetlands that are necessary to maintain wetland functions and values. Buffer 
widths are based on wetland classifications, which are determined using a rating system 
developed by the Washington State Department of Ecology. Wetlands are also regulated 
at the state and federal level. 

Wetlands are one of the five types of critical 
areas that are required to be protected under 

the Growth Management Act. 

Critical area regulations are in 
Chapter 19.40—Critical Areas of 

the Burien Municipal Code. 
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