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Cr i t i c a l  A r e a s  Or d i na nc e  A ud i t  S um m a r y

This Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO) Audit Summary documents the process for identifying potential 
updates to Burien Municipal Code, Chapter 19.40 – Critical Areas. The recommendations summarized in 
this memo are focused on improving code functionality and the City’s CAO review process. These 
updates are geared towards improving the clarity and use of the CAO for both the public and City staff. 
In contrast, other recommended updates to the CAO are based on a review of best available science 
(BAS), updated City policies, and state laws. These recommendations, along with BAS based 
recommendations, are captured in the final Gap Analysis document. The recommended updates 
summarized in this memo are based upon the following:  

 Interviews with City staff, conducted during a virtual meeting on June 5, 2025

 Matrix of potential code amendments by code section from City staff

 Facet’s review of the current CAO

Staff Interviews 
Staff interviews were held on June 5, 2025, to gather input on the current CAO and understand 
opportunities to improve its use and administration. Staff attending included representatives from 
Public Works, Parks and Recreation, Community Development and Administrative Services. Feedback 
from City staff generally touched on the following topics: 

 Clear definitions – Review and update definitions as needed, including qualified professionals
for each critical area type.

 No Net Loss – Provide clear criteria to assess No Net Loss and ensure compliance with this
standard.

https://www.facetnw.com/


 

B U R I E N  C AO  U P DAT E  
C AO  AU D I T  S U M M A R Y  /  2  

 Explicit requirements – Add detail to code provisions to make requirements clear for applicants 
and minimize use of decision-making by the Director. For example, mitigation monitoring 
requirements could contain milestone criteria. 

 Exemptions – Review exemption criteria, consider expanding to include projects with a public 
benefit. Provide further information on impervious areas. 

 Voluntary restoration – Provide more information to support voluntary restoration. 

 Cross-references – Provide cross-references as applicable to ensure all code requirements are 
understood by applicants. This also makes the code shorter and less repetitive. As an example, 
staff noted the need to cross-reference general building setback requirements from critical 
areas and buffers within specific critical area sections of the code. 

 Tree removal – Provide more detail on tree removal options and required mitigation. 

 Exhibits – Consider adding exhibits to illustrate code requirements. For example, to provide 
clarity around building setback requirements. 

Amendments Matrix 
In addition to feedback received during staff interviews, a table of suggested code amendments was 
provided to Facet by City staff. Staff added notes to the table as code issues or inconsistencies were 
encountered through use. Proposed amendments overlap some staff interview comment topics. 
Additional proposed updates captured in the matrix generally included the following: 

 Edits to clarify process. For example, the City does not maintain a list of qualified professionals 
or determine cost of third-party review studies at the pre-application meeting, and associated 
code language should be removed.  

 Edits to remove repealed or outdated cross-references. 

 Suggestions to improve clarity around types of permits and associated documentation 
requirements, specifically for vegetation alterations and exemption requests. 

Facet Review 
Lastly, Facet staff reviewed Burien’s CAO to provide recommendations for updates to improve 
functionality, clarity, and administration. Suggested amendments based on Facet’s review include: 

 Update how wetland buffer widths are presented in the ‘Wetland Buffers’ table; provide total 
width rather than additive. 

 Recommendations for additional cross-references (e.g., no net loss). 

 Recommendations for additional clarity around the City’s permit types, approvals, and 
processes.  

Additional BAS-based recommendations included in the Gap Analysis are based on Facet’s BAS Review 
report, dated June 17, 2025. 
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